
Camping Trip Expense Calculator         ver. 8/2008 

 
In order to make the Permission Slip for any event, the fee for the event must be determined.  
The expenses for a Weekend Campout are never easy to figure out. There always seems to be something 
that we overlook or don’t anticipate.  
But, some things are predictable after all – Scouts will be there, and they will eat!  
In an attempt to help event organizers figure out the expenses so that they can “set the price” of the event 
for the permission slip, the following items are being listed for consideration.  
 
General remark: Adult Leaders who are responsible for the outcome of the event,  who are organizing and 
working with the scouts all weekend are not required to pay the fee for the trip.  This is usually just 2 or 3 
leaders per trip. As you can imagine, the impact of the adult leader's expenses is greatest when you have a 
small group; and not so great if there are lots of people going. 
 
Note:  This “calculator”/worksheet is a new endeavor for our troop in 2007-08. Please give us input, ideas, 
and feedback about how to do this and how to develop a “calculator” that works! 
 

Item  or  

Category 

Concerns /  

What to include / Guidelines  

Details  Approx. 

Cost 

Meals Scouts’ Meals: 
Try to figure out (best guess) who will be at the 
campout and when. Sometimes scouts are 
arriving late or leaving early and will miss a 
meal. 
 

General guideline is $2.50 per scout per meal 

(B,L,D or major Snack)      

(B=breakfast, L=lunch, D=dinner)  

(major snack is Trail Food  or a Campfire 

Dessert) 

 

This cost averages out over a campout. 

Scouts’ meals: 

Total # of scouts for all 
meals, multiplied by $2.50 
 
Total # of scouts= 
[(# scouts at Friday-D)  
+ (#scouts at Sat B)  
+ (#scouts at Sat L)  
+ (#scouts at Sat D)  
+ (#scouts at Sat campfire) 
+ (#scouts at Sun B) ] 
 
Total # scouts  X  $2.50 =   
 

 

Meals Adult leaders attending –  
Note: the "working" leaders don't pay for the trip, 
so their expenses are covered by the overall cost 
of the trip (food, supplies). 
Often adult leaders are donating snacks and other 
things for the trail hikes, or campfire programs 
(But we could reimburse them.). 
Note: drivers are usually not reimbursed for gas, 
tolls, or car expenses ( these can be used in their 
tax report) 
 

Adult Leaders’ meals: 

How Many leaders?  
(usually 2 for small group 
–or 3 leaders for a large 
trip or more than 10 
scouts)  
 
    # leaders  
X # meals  
X   $2.50 = 

 



Meals Adult Guests’ meals -  
Adult guests are family members or members 
from other troops that came along to have fun and 
aren’t officially concerned with the whole 
operation of the weekend. They are supposed to 
enjoy themselves and have fun with their scout. 
Usually they pay the same trip fee as the scout, 
unless they are not participating in the events. 
Then we can charge them for only the food 
expenses.  

Adult Guests’ Meals –  

all weekend 
 
 
    # guests  
X # meals  
X   $2.50 = 

 

Meals Adults will visit just for a meal or the Campfire 
Program. They will eat too!  Make sure we have 
enough food.  

Adult Guests’ Meals –  
Partial weekend, or only 
the Campfire Program 
 
    # guests  
X # meals  
X   $2.50 =  
 

 

Meals Webelos scouts’ meals:  
Sometimes we have Webelos Scouts coming 
along on trips with their parents.  Sometimes they 
will bring their own food and other times they eat 
with us.  Need to find out what will be 
happening.  

Webelos guests’ Meals:  
 
    # guests  
X # meals  
X   $2.50 = 

 

    

Cracker 
Barrel and 
Campfire 
Desserts 

Check with Scoutmaster to see if this is in the 
campout plan.  
Check /remind scouts to include this in their meal 
plan (and expenditures).  

Usually put in about $10-
15  
 

 

Hiking 
Snacks 

If we are going on long hikes, we need to provide 
healthy, energy-conscious snacks like GORP, 
granola bars, fresh fruit, candy bars. Also applies 
to summer camp. 
*Scouts could be told to include in their menu 
planning, then tell them to add “snacks” as 
another meal.  
Sometimes include hand wipes or sanitizer.   

Approx $20-26 for group 
of 8 scouts and 2-4 adults 
(try to get it in bulk at a 
place like the Home 
Economist) 

 

Troop 
beverages 

This is for the big troop Igloo cooler, which is 
consumed between meals.  
Usually we bring some extra drink mix, even 
though the scouts have planned for a beverage in 
their meals.  They drink a lot more on hot 
weather campouts.  
For cold weather campouts, scouts drink a lot of 
hot chocolate. 

Add $5-10 depending on # 
of scouts 

 

Car food Sometimes car snack food ( chips, cookies) will 
be provided - especially for long car rides; approx 
$5 - $10. 
Sometimes we make a “food stop” along the way. 
Usually ice cream or shakes for about $2.50 per 
scout.  

Add $5 – 10  or cost of 
treats. 

 



Prizes Scouts like awards and surprises. 
We try to bring “cool” food or gizmos which are 
not too expensive. 

$5 -10   

Wood Campfire wood:   
Campfires now require the use of local wood; 
therefore we need to purchase wood at the park. 
Call park for price & availability & hours. 

Approx. $4-$10 per 
bundle;  
Min.  2 bundles per fire 

 

Special 
Activity 

Expenses due to supplies or kits for special 
activity.   Example: Rockets, climbing  
 

Cost of kits 
Number of kits  
Cost of supplies to run the 
activity ( batteries, rope, 
tape, etc.)  

 

Fees Park Sticker/Use fees  
(Resident or Non-Resident ? )  
Daily entry fees; consider # of cars entering 
Check the website of the park; or call ranger. 

Park Sticker fee 
plus 
Fee  X  # of cars  or people  
X  # of days  

 

Fees Reservation fees (like on-line ReserveAmerica 
fees) An extra fee for electronic reservations. 

  

Camping 
fees  

A fee based on  # persons per night attendance 
(due to group rate)     
Often a minimum fee ( i.e. Illinois $20) 

Min. fee 
Or  rate for each person 

 

Cabin  
rental fee 
 

Applies if we are renting a cabin for a winter 
campout or Family event. 
This can be a big expense, and needs to be 
calculated in! 

Cabin rental  

Equipment  
Rental fee 

We may want to rent gear at the site. 
For example: sleds, ice fishing gear, etc.  
 

  

Deposit Deposit fee - this is usually returned if we leave 
the place clean and undamaged 
If we lose gear we will have to pay for it; but this 
expense could be reimbursed by an individual 
scout depending on the situation.  

  

  
 

 

TOTAL expense  

 

 
The Total Expense figure is then divided by the number of scouts plus Non-Leader adults who are going on 
the trip. This calculation needs to take into account the full-time or part-time participants.  
         

      Divide by (# scouts + # non-leader adults)             ÷   _______ 
 
             =  ______ 

5ext Steps:  

Once you have determined the approximate cost of the campout, then you should check it out with the 
Scoutmaster and Troop Committee Chairman, or bring the information to the Troop Committee meeting for 
discussion.  If the trip is prohibitively expensive, we will adjust the fee to a reasonable one, and perhaps use 
other monies from the Treasury.  Some expenses for certain trips are high and unavoidable. But, fortunately 
we also have some relatively inexpensive outings. Across the year, it averages out.  It is always helpful if 
families can donate some food, treats and prizes.  
 
Once the fee is agreed upon, then you can complete the Permission Slip and distribute it! 


